
Testing is starting for 2019 this week. All Juniors will be taking the ACT on February 20 th. A 
big thanks goes to the Testing Success Group comprised of Alexander teachers striving to 
help all students reach their maximum potential. For example, this group provided the juniors 
with recommendations for remediation on their weakest areas of the ACT. 

I read an article from Home and School Connection about conversation starters for parents 
with their children. The following questions from the article might jump start conversations 
about school between you and your children. 

After school questions: 

 What’s the coolest thing that happened? What wasn’t so cool? 

 Pretend you’re the teacher, how would you describe the day? 

 What made you laugh? 

 What was the most creative thing you did? 

 How were you kind or helpful today? How was someone kind or helpful to you? 

Good Luck and Go Spartans! 

From Dr. Doudna’s Desk 

  

 

February 2019 

Students Actively Involved & Learning 

Student Council 
 
Alexander High School Student Council recently hosted the Winter Formal Dance for 2019.  Around 250 students 
packed the cafeteria to dance the night away to the mixes of DJ A-Roc.  The Luau themed dance was great fun with a 
special Kona Ice available and moments captured by Downard Photography. 
 
High School Student Council hosted a blood drive on Wednesday, February 13th, in collaboration with the American 
Red Cross.  Thank you to students, staff and members of the community who came to the Alexander Junior High gym-
nasium to donate. 

Caring Closet 

The Junior and Senior High School Student Council members are working together on a project to help students in need at 
the Junior/Senior High School.  The Caring Closet was an idea that started independently in both groups.  Students saw 
that they had peers who are in need of basic necessities and thought creating a place for students to access what they need 
would be tremendous.  Our school is so lucky to have the help of Athens County Children’s Services in our school district, 
but with their supplies and office based out of the elementary, the student council thought having something in closer prox-

imity and geared specifically toward teenagers would be a big help. 

 

Student Council members, Megan Cheadle and J.K. Kearns have spear-headed this effort organizing the location, needed 
supplies and donations.  10 West clothing store in Athens has already generously donated both hangers and clothing to the 

project and Children’s Services has been a huge help with a donation of hygiene products and coats. 

 

The goal is to have the Caring Closet stocked and ready to go by the end of the 3rd 9 weeks.  Items accessible to students 
include  school supplies , clothing, hygiene products, and food care packages for the weekend. 



Missing Work 
Junior high presents challenges 
to our students in many ways:  
social, emotional, and organiza-
tional. Many students struggle to 
stay on top of their homework and 
classwork. Please check in with 
your student regularly and check 
the parent portal to make sure 
your student is staying on top of 
their assignments. Homework and 
classwork are critical practice 
for our students to master the 
content that will be on the state 
test and helps to prepare them 
for the rigor of high school.  
 

Junior High “Spartan Action Team”       

Focusing on Kindness 

With the help of Health Recovery Services the 

Junior High School created a new student club this 

year, the Spartan Action Team. This club covers a 

range of topics from kindness and addiction to 

safety and wellness. The students have been fo-

cusing on Kindness as their first topic. They have 

been having discussions and learning about the dif-

ferences between someone bullying, being mean, or 

being rude to their peers and discussing how to 

handle different situations and scenarios. The stu-

dents have been spreading the kindness message 

with handmade posters and have other projects in 

the works. 

As the year progresses, they will cover other top-

ics as well including bullying, addiction, and wellness. 

The students attending have been very engaged 

and brought up a lot of interesting points in dis-

cussions!  

6th Grade: 
March 27th: ELA Part 1 
March 28: ELA Part II 
April 16th: Math Part I 
April 17th: Math Part II 

  

7th Grade: 
March 27th: ELA Part 1 
March 28: ELA Part II 
April 16th: Math Part I 
April 17th: Math Part II 

  

          8th Grade: 
March 25th: ELA Part I 
 March 26th: ELA Part II 
April 16th: Math Part I 
April 17th: Math Part II 
April 24th: Science Part I 
April 25th: Science Part  II 

  

Junior High Statewide Testing Schedule  

                   Registration for 2019-2020 
The school year is flying by and it is hard to believe that registration is 

already upon us. Junior High students will begin the registration pro-

cess in March. 6th and 7th grade students will meet with me to go over 

course offerings and fill out their registration sheets and have them 

signed by a parent or guardian. 8th grade students will meet with both 

myself and Mrs. Hanning our high school counselor to go over the high 

school course offerings, graduation requirements, pathways and other 

important information. After these meetings, I will be happy to sched-

ule any meetings in person or over the phone to answer any           

questions!  

     Upcoming Events 

3/8 End of 3rd Quarter 

3/11-3/18 Spring Break 

March- Registration and statewide testing 

 

Junior High School Counseling Corner          
Marideth Rock, School Counselor          740-698-8831 ext.585                              

   mrock@alexanderschools.org 

mailto:mrock@alexanderschools.org


Social Studies  

7th grade  Social Studies students are currently studying The Middle Ages. They just finished comparing the life of a Me-
dieval serf to the homeless of today. They were encouraged to participate in the annual “Walk for the Homeless” coming 
up at the end of this month. Next, they will experience life in a monastery by taking a ‘Vow of Silence’.  Student intern 
Davis Keel is looking forward to this day where all 7th graders must be silent while experiencing what life was like for a 
monk. 

Accelerated and Honors English 
 
Mrs. Chimo’s Accelerated and Honors English 11 students are taking control of the class! At the start of the 

quarter, they had a book “tasting” and each student chose a selection of books that seemed interesting to them. 

After ranking their selections, each student has their own book to read for an independent reading unit. So far, 

students are enjoying having a say in what they get to read and are even asking to have a reading day in class! I 

encourage you to ask your child about the book they are reading. 

7th Grade Life Skills 
 
The Life Skills classes have concluded their Physical Activity unit and are now studying Nutrition. 
 
In the Physical Activity unit, students were brought up to speed on our country’s obesity epidemic and the main causes 
of this problem.  Ohio has the 11th highest adult obesity rate, and also the 6th highest adolescent obesity rate in the 
country. Unfortunately, these rates have continued to rise over the last thirty years. For more information and updated 
statistics, check out this website:  
 
 The State of Obesity—Better Policies for a Healthier America   
Stateofobesity.org 
 
The latest National Survey of Children’s Health finds that 15.8% of U.S. youth ages 10 to 17 are obese. 
 
The main causes of our obesity epidemic were highlighted in the unit and currently tie into our Nutrition unit. These 
main causes include poor diet including “empty calorie” foods, lack of exercise, portion distortion and the                
environment. 
 
Research shows that regular physical activity and proper diet has a positive impact mentally, emotionally, and socially 
on a person. 
 
Please encourage your kids to get out and play. Also, encourage and assist them in making healthy food choices. 

High School Science 

The Honors Biology classes are beginning their environmental study on Arabidosis thaliana.  They will determine which 
Arabidopsis strains, natural variants or mutants, are more or less susceptible to a changing environment.  Some groups will 
apply variables such as cold shock, water or salt stress, and heavy metal contamination.  We can’t wait to find out what 
happens. 

The Alexander science department will be hosting the first annual Bioblitz on May 28th and 29th.  Students will have an 
opportunity to be part of a citizen science  project.  We will have various experts in the fields from botany to herpetology 

working with students to collect and identify species in and  around our land lab.  Students will be using the iNaturalist 
App to upload their data and findings. 

The Human Anatomy and Physiology students had an opportunity to have Jackie Jeffers from Ohio Health O’Bleness join 
us for a presentation on birthing.  They also began their semester-long fetal pig dissection.  They will be dissecting the fetal 
pig to have a hands-on learning experience with various mammalian body systems.  A final practical will be in May. 



In Biology, students are learning all about DNA - just this week, the kids extracted and isolated DNA 
from their own cheek cells! 

In Environmental Science, students are explor ing groundwater  pollution, and constructed filtration 
columns to remove pollutants. 

And in other news, our Youth Climate Action Team (YCAT) will be teaching elementary students in grades 
K-5 about ways to reduce our energy and water usage through some hands-on activities and games. These 
7 students (Eryn Dael, Jeff Lewis, Jai Jones, Alaina Arbaugh,  Janessa Harness, Nick Prather, and Ariel Blair) 
have put tremendous energy into this, and we are very proud of their efforts! 

Cirque Mechanics:  

A Menagerie of Mechanical Marvels! 
 

On Wednesday, February 13, the entire Jr. High traveled to Ohio Univer-
sity’s Memorial Auditorium for a field trip to see Cirque Mechanics.  The 
OU Performing Arts series hosted the exceptionally talented performers 
as part of their seasonal programming, and Alexander was invited to at-
tend a special showing at no cost to our district!  The show was filled 
with awe inspiring entertainment all within 42 feet of a specially designed 
moving circus canvas carousel.   

Inspired by modern circus, the acts featured juggling, pantomime, acro-
batics, and even a strong man.  When asked about the experience, one 
of our sixth grade students, Christopher Harris said, “The show was 
amazing!  The best part was the stunts– how did they do that?”   

Much to his dismay, our own Mr. Burke 
became part of the show swinging on 
an invisible trapeze.   He was such a 
great sport, and the students went wild 
seeing him clown around with the per-
formers.  “I didn’t love being up there,” 
Mr. Burke said, “But the students had 
an awesome experience and that 
made it worth it.” 

“Art is not a mirror held up to reality 
but a hammer with which to shape it. 

-Bertod Brecht 



Notes from the High School Counseling Office 

 Spring is “Testing Season”. 

Below are some important tests and dates to be aware of as we 

head into spring. 

ACT/SAT 

The current Juniors took the ACT free of charge at Alexander on February 20th. They can expect their test re-
sults to be mailed to them in 3 to 8 weeks. Juniors can also log-on to the ACT account they created to check 
for their scores on-line. 

All college-bound Sophomores should plan to take the ACT/SAT exam this spring/summer. 

 ACT Test Dates:    April 13th – registration deadline: March 8th  

 www.actstudent.org    June 8th – registration deadline: May 3rd 

      July 13th- registration deadline: June 14th 

 

 SAT Test Dates:    May 4th – registration deadline: April 5th  

 www.collegeboard.org   June 1st – registration deadline: May 3rd 

 

Advanced Placement Exams 

 AP English: May 8th    AP French: May 8th 

 AP Calculus: May 14th   AP Environmental Science: May 6th 

End of Course Exams 

Students currently enrolled in English 9, English 10, Algebra I, Geometry, American History, American Gov-
ernment, and Biology will be taking an End of Course Exam to earn points toward graduation. Students must 
earn at least 18 points on End of Course Exams to meet the graduation requirement. The testing window will 
begin the week of April 1st. 

English 9 – Part I: April 1st    English 10 - Part I: April 3rd 

English 9 – Part II: April 2nd    English 10 – Part II: April 4th 

Algebra I: April 17th     Geometry: April 22nd 

American Government: April 25th   American History: April 26th 

Biology: April 24th 



Alexander Agricultural Education Department Update: 

The Agricultural Education Department has had a busy start to the Spring Semester. Between classes, Career          
Development Events, and applications for State Degrees, Proficiencies and Officer Books the students have worked 
hard to represent Alexander High School and their community. As a chapter we have hosted a Leadership Night for 
area schools, gone bowling with Federal Hocking and Athens, and had a Game Night after school for our members. 
We were well represented at the Public Speaking and Agricultural Sales competition, with our Ag Sales team          
advancing to the State Contest. Our Dairy Products and Livestock Evaluation Teams have been practicing for our    
upcoming invitational and State Spring Skills contest. We have four students with State FFA Degree applications, and 
four students with National FFA Degree applications that have been forwarded to the state for final approval. In addi-
tion, we received Gold ratings on our chapter Treasurer and Secretary books. We also have submitted two proficiency 
applications to compete at State FFA Convention. 

In the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources class for first year students in the program, we have completed a unit 
on swine that included breeds, management, biosecurity and meat cuts. Currently, we are working on Dairy cattle 
breeds and management. The Livestock, Selection, Nutrition and Management class have completed a unit on Dairy 
Products and Processing where we tasted milk and identified defects, performed California Mastitis Tests and        
identified cheeses. Now we are working with Livestock Health and even performed different types of injections on 
bananas to simulate administering medication to our animals. The 8th grade Intro to Agriculture Class has just begun 
their journey in FFA, learning about Ohio’s agriculture industry, the history of the organization and what it means to 
be in Agricultural Education. Recently, the students identified the various terminology we use when discussing       
livestock, the students formed groups and turned species terminology into an interactive carnival game. After our 
games were complete, we practiced our terminology by playing each other’s games. We are investigating different 
breeds and will soon be completing an ag exchange project with ag programs across the United States. The             
Mechanical Principles class has been working on different skill stations and individual projects while the Greenhouse 
class has been busy planning our annual Greenhouse Sale. 

Upcoming events include FFA Week, officer elections, preparation for our chapter banquet, and a service project for 
veterans that involves students writing appreciation letters and the chapter donating needed items for our   service men 
and women in collaboration with USO. The Alexander Agriculture Education Department would like to thank the 
community for their continuous support of our program and providing students with the opportunity for premier    
leadership, personal growth and career success! 

INTERNET SAFETY:  HOW SAFE IS YOUR CHILD ON-LINE? 

The 6th grade DARE classes and Officer Jimmy Childs have been discussing social media and the problems that can arise if used 
inappropriately.  The students were asked to vote anonymously on a few topics to gather data on the reality of social media influence 
right here in our school.    Our results were displayed in the 6th grade hallway for parents to examine 
during conferences.  Here are of few of the statistics that we found interesting: 

 100% of  students have used YouTube independently; 76% have seen something inappropriate 
while using it. 

 The top 3 most popular social media apps are: Tik Toc, Instagram, and Snapchat. 

 71% of students participate in On-line gaming. 

 78% of students have received a request from a stranger. 

 32% of students reported that their parents DO NOT monitor their social media or on-line use. 

 45% say they have been BULLIED on-line at least once. 

 

Information is available in the school office on how to help keep your child safe while on-line.   

 


